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The Encyclopedia of Life: eol.org



The EOL Project

All biodiversity information

Open access 

Single portalCommon format

Quality controlAlways growing



MacArthur Foundation

Sloan Foundation

Cornerstone 
InstitutionsSmithsonian Institution

Biodiversity Heritage Library

The Field Museum

Harvard University

Marine Biological Laboratory

Missouri Botanical Garden

EOL Funding



The EOL Collection

Scientific & Vernacular Names
Multiple alternative taxonomies
Images & videos, sounds coming soon

Distribution maps (via GBIF)

Taxon descriptions – rich table of contents
Nomenclaturally and taxonomically important literature
Links to additional information



Open Access!

All content must be available for redistribution/reuse

• public domain

• creative commons licenses     

Content is redistributed through APIs

We encourage the reuse of materials by other projects



How Can You 
Contribute to EOL?

Share your database
Start a new partner project
Upload text, images, or videos
Become a curator



EOL taxon pages feature 
materials from many 
different content partners



EOL taxon pages feature 
materials from many 
different content partners



Over 130 EOL content partners

eol.org/content/partners





Become an EOL 
Content Partner!

affiliate@eol.org

http://www.eol.org/content/partners


lifedesks.org

http://www.eol.org/content/partners


~ 140 LifeDesks



Upload, manage, share classifications



Upload, manage, share classifications
Upload & organize images



Upload, manage, share classifications
Upload & organize images
Create taxon pages



Upload, manage, share classifications
Upload & organize images
Create taxon pages
Build a bibliography



Upload, manage, share classifications
Upload & organize images
Create taxon pages
Build a bibliography
Manage contributors



Upload, manage, share classifications
Upload & organize images
Create taxon pages
Build a bibliography
Manage contributors 
Share content with EOL



Upload, manage, share classifications
Upload & organize images
Create taxon pages
Build a bibliography
Manage contributors 
Share content with EOL
Create web pages to 
promote your project



lifedesks.org

http://www.eol.org/content/partners


Tools for 
Individual 

Contributors



Tools for Individual Contributors

Join the EOL Rapid Response LifeDesk
eolspecies.lifedesks.org

http://eolspecies.lifedesks.org


Tools for Individual Contributors

Join the EOL Rapid Response LifeDesk
Add text directly to an EOL page



Tools for Individual Contributors

Join the EOL Rapid Response LifeDesk
Add text directly to an EOL page

http://eol.org/pages/7106


Tools for Individual Contributors

Join the EOL Rapid Response LifeDesk
Add text directly to an EOL page
Upload images to the EOL Flickr group

http://www.flickr.com/groups/encyclopedia_of_life/


Tools for Individual Contributors

Join the EOL Rapid Response LifeDesk
Add text directly to an EOL page
Upload images to the EOL Flickr group
Upload videos to the EOL Vimeo group

http://vimeo.com/groups/encyclopediaoflife/videos


The EOL 
Curator Network





Curators review contributions from the public



Students, teachers, enthusiasts
Submit photos, videos, other species information

Scientific community
Authenticate information from other contributors

EOL curator network: >200 active curators

Contributions from the Public



Curators review contributions from the public



Untrusted information is marked in red



Credited as taxon page editors

Curator Credits



Credited as taxon page editors
Activity recorded on 
personal profile pages

Curator Credits



Help Build EOL!

eol.org
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